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TO TAX OR NOT TO TAX -
YOU DECIDE

By Michele Bukoveckas, Tax Collector

On November 3, 2009, voters will be asked to approve citizen initiatives. The Mo-
tor Vehicle Excise Tax initiative and TABOR Il. Although, these referendum issues
look appealing at first, both measures will significantly impact local governments.
The Excise Tax question, if passed, would reduce taxes for vehicles in the first five
years from new, with the greatest reduction in the first three years and the law ex-
empts hybrids or alternative fuel vehicles for three years. A vast majority of motor
vehicles in Maine are over five years of age; therefore, many will receive no benefit.
This reduction would approximate a 40% ($99,200) annual loss of revenue for the
Town of Sebago, leaving the town with the difficult choice of whether to raise prop-
erty taxes or reduce services.

TABOR Il imposes growth limits on all state spending and requires a statewide ref-
erendum vote to exceed the limits that are separately applied to the states’ Gen-
eral Fund, the Highway Fund and hundreds of small single issue dedicated ac-
counts. TABOR Il also imposes significant additional costs on state government by
requiring notices and financial information to be mailed to every registered voter in
the state. TABOR Il would intrude inappropriately on municipal home rule authority.

Don’t forget to cast your vote on these important issues this November!

SPECIAL THANKS!!

A Very Special Thank-You goes out to all of the generous donors who contributed
food products and monetary donations to the Harvest Hills Animal Shelter at the
Town Office. As a group, we were able to donate quite a bit of food products and a
grand total of $100.00 to the shelter. We will continue to accept

donations for the shelter, but wanted to give you an update on

how things are going. Thanks for your generosity.

A Great Big Thank-You also goes out to the fine unsung heroes s
that worked so hard in planting and maintaining the beautiful

flowers at the Town Office, Town Hall, and at the “Welcome to

Sebago” signs throughout town. Your efforts benefit everyone

that lives and visits our beautiful town. THANKS FROM ALL OF US!!!
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CLERK’S CORNER

2010 DOG LICENSES WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE END OF OCTOBER—The State of Maine requires dogs to be licensed at 6
months of age or within 10 days of ownership. Renewal for dog licensing are due by January 1st of each year. Fees are: $6.00
per year for spayed/neutered dogs and $11.00 per year for unaltered dogs. Kennel owners: Please pick up the form at the
Town Office. All Kennels must be inspected by the Animal Control Officer prior to the license being issued. Late fees will be
applied after January 31st. Please bring in a valid Rabies Certificate and Neutering/Spaying Certificate. Anyone with ques-
tions can contact the Clerk’s Office at 787-2457. For your convenience, dog licenses are available on line at
www.townofsebago.org. The annual RABIES CLINIC in Sebago will be held on Saturday, January 9, 2010 from 9am to 12pm at
the “Old Town Hall building.

It is also that time of year for HUNTING LICENSES and SNOWMOBILE REGISTRATIONS. PLEASE BRING IN YOUR PRIOR YEAR
INFORMATION IF POSSIBLE. 2010 licenses will be available on December 1, 2009. Hunting, Fishing, ATVs and Snowmobiles
are also available on line.

New Animal Welfare license plates will be available October 1, 2009. In addition to the $35.00 registration fee, the fee for the
first year will be $20.00 and $15.00 for each additional year.

Michele Bukoveckas, Town Clerk ~ Maureen Scanlon, Admin. Assist./Deputy Clerk ~ Lin Greene, Deputy Clerk

TAX COLLECTOR’S CORNER

By Michele Bukoveckas, Tax Collector

As tax season draws near there are a few things to keep in mind. Under Maine law payment of property taxes is the responsi-
bility of the person who owned the property on April 1, 2009. Tax bills are sent to the owner of record as of that date. Only
one tax bill will be sent out in the fall with two payment stubs. The first half taxes are due November 1, 2009; this payment
covers July 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009. The second half will be due May 1, 2010 and covers January 1, 2010
through June 30, 2010. A REMINDER NOTICE WILL NOT BE SENT. The new owner WILL NOT receive a tax bill. It is the respon-
sibility of the former owner to forward the bill to the new owner. In the event that you sold your property after this date, the
buyer and seller may agree to divide the taxes between them, but if any part of the taxes is not paid, a lien will be filed in the
name of the person who owned the property on April 1st. Please be aware, if you are the seller, even if you no longer own the
property, a lien may have a negative effect on your credit rating. If you are the buyer, a lien is filed in the seller's name and the
municipality may foreclose on your property unless the taxes are paid. All municipalities have different fiscal years and tax due
dates. Make sure your understand the buyer’s and seller’s obligations with regard to property taxes and what may happen if
taxes are not paid as agreed.

RECREATION DEPARTMENT EVENTS

By Corinne Davis, Recreation Department Director

Basketball - $25.00 fee/$40.00 max. per family; $10.00 grade 1—2. Sign-ups & workouts in November. Season runs January
through mid-March. All Rec. teams are part of Lake Region Youth Basketball, council made up of reps. & rec. directors from
each town. Fees go to the Town.

Town Halloween Party - Friday, October 30, 2009 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. In past years the Sebago PTO and Lake Region
High School National Honor Society volunteered to staff the party. If you wish to volunteer for this event please contact me at
(207) 595-8173.

Winter Events - The Outdoor Ice Rink is located at the Ball Field Complex behind the elementary school. This is open to the
public from December through February. The Annual Christmas Tree Lighting at the Sebago Elementary School will be held (on
a date to be determined) in December.
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PUBLIC WORKS UPDATE (Public Easement Roads)

By Dan Nowell, Public Works Director

On May 2, 2006, the Town of Sebago revised the Town Order 02-06 to establish standards for
snow removal and maintenance of public easement roads. The following standards for plowing
public easement roads are hereby adopted; that for the Town to consider plowing public ease-
ment roads, owners of the roads must adhere to these standards; and that the Public Works
Director/Road Commissioner will inspect public easement roads for compliance with mainte-
nance standards by August 1 of each year and report his findings and recommendations to the
Board of Selectmen.

At the very least, public easement roadways must maintain their current width and include an area for winging back snow
banks. Roads accepted as Public Easements after Town Meeting of 2006 must meet town road specifications. Public ease-
ment roadways must have a properly maintained surface (IE: smoothly graded or paved) and must be free of trees, shrubs,
branches, rocks and other obstructions that may damage or impede plowing vehicles. Public easement road surfaces must be
adequate to support heavy plowing vehicles. A turning area adequate for large plow vehicles must be provided. This area
must allow for snow storage, turning, and maneuvering in the area as to not cause damage. Public easement roadways must
have a minimum of two permitted residences. Property owners and/or road association(s) must grant an acknowledgement of
a public easement and grant an easement deed to the Town. Currently the Town of Sebago provides two gradings a year, one
in the spring, and one on the fall, on all Public Easement roads as well as snow plowing, and sanding of these roads.

This year has been a very rainy year, and is causing destruction on some of the Public Easement Roads. It is important to
bring these roads up to an acceptable level to prevent damage to the plow trucks. The Town of Sebago does not provide any
summer maintenance on Public Easement Roads.

It is important that all residents who live on these roads work together, and keep these roads to an acceptable level so the
Town of Sebago can continue the service that was agreed upon. If you have any questions regarding your Public Easement
Road, please feel free to call me at the Town Garage at 787-3337.

ELECTION NEWS

% By Michele Bukoveckas, Registrar of Voters
g On November 3, 2009 there will be a State Referendum Election. Polls are located at the Town Office

and will be open from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. This year we will have new voting booths, stop by to vote
and see the booths. | am always looking for people to come and help count the ballots, if you are in-
terested, give me a call at the Town Office at 787-2457.

“FROM THE DOGHOUSE”

By Bobby Silcott, Animal Control Officer
asktheACO@yahoo.com or call 642-4343 (Standish Dispatch)

The annual RABIES CLINIC in Sebago will be held on Saturday, January 9, 2010 from 9am to 12pm at the
“Old” Town Hall building. This clinic is for Rabies vaccinations only. A current certificate is required for a
three year vaccination, otherwise a one year vaccination will be administered. The fee is $6.00 per vacci-
nation shot. Dogs must be on a leash and cats must be in a proper carrier.

Dog Licenses will be available at the end of October.
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406 Bridgton Rd.
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We’re on the Web

www.TownofSebago.org

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Board of Selectmen Meetings
(Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m.)

October 6th & 20th
November 3rd & 17th
December 1st & 15th

Planning Board Meetings
(Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.)

October 13th
November 10th
December 8th

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS
to serve on an Ad-Hoc Committee
to assess the needs of our
cemeteries.

If interested, contact
Town Manager, Jim Smith
for more information.

RECREATION DEPT. ITEMS
Contact Corinne Davis at
(207) 595-8173 or at
Corinnedavis@yahoo.com
for more information.

Halloween Party
October 30, 2009
at the Town Hall Building
from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
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Dates to Remember
Basketball
Wednesday, November 11, 2009 -
6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Basketball Coaches Mtg.
with Paul True, LR Athletic Director,

Lake Region High School Referee Mtg,

to follow 7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Dates to Remember Continued
Basketball

Sunday, November 15, 2009 -
Basketball practices begin
for grades 3-4-5-6

Saturday, November 21, 2009 -
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Mandatory Parent Mtg. at
Lake Region High School

(Child Care will be provided.)

Monday, December 7, 2009 -
Basketball practices begin
for grades 2-3.
(Coaches Needed!)

Christmas Tree Lighting
The Annual Christmas Tree Lighting
at the Sebago Elementary School
will be held (on a date to
be determined) in December.




